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TWENTY-FIRST  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assemhlij  of  the  Commonrccalth  of  Kentucky: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  are  happy  to  report  that  the  State  Institution  under  their 
charge  has  been  favored  with  another  year  of  uninterrupted  pros- 
perity. The  pupils  generally  have  enjoyed  gojd  health  since  our 
last  report  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  while  the 
number  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  has  been  somewhat  lesa 
than  in  some  previous  years,  the  number  of  studious,  docile,  faith- 
ful scholars  has  been  greater  than  ever  before,  and  their  moral, 
intellectual,  and  ph^^sical  improvement  has  been  more  satisfactory 
than  in  any  former  year. 

The  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  your  honoi-able 
body  has,  as  we  confidently  anticipated,  contributed  very  greatly  to 
the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  especially  in  the  musical  department 
of  the  School.  Four  new  pianos  have  been  purchased ;  all  the  old 
pianos  belonging  to  the  Institution  have  been  repaired;  Jhe  instru- 
ments neceisary  for  a  brass  band  and  an  orchestra  have  been  pro- 
cured ;  two  bands  have  been  organized  and  are  in  successful 
operation,  and  the  pupils  have  attained  to  a  much  higher  degree 
of  excellence  in  music  than  at  any  former  time. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  has  also 
greatly  promoted  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils.  Infirmaries 
for  the  sick,  and  water-closets  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  at  night, 
have  been  fitted  up  in  the  most  substantial  manner;  furniture  has 
been  purchased;  new  beds  and  carpets  for  the  rooms  of  most  of 
the  pupils  have  been  procured ;  an  ice-house  has  been  built,  and 
filled  with  ice;  many  parts  of  the  main  edifice  of  the  Institution, 
which  were  injured  by  Federal  soldiers  in  the  year  18G2,  have  been 
thoroughly  repaired;  various  other  improvements  have  been  made; 
and  the  School  is  now,  in  all  respects,  in  a  more  prosperous  condi- 
tion than  ever  before  ;  ?ind  its  prospects  for  extensive  usefulness  are 
more  flattering  than  at  any  other  time  since  the  origin  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 
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The  important  work  of  securing  to  the  Institution  an  unfailing 
supply  of  water,  which  we  hoped  to  accomplish  in  the  last  year, 
has  necessarily  been  postponed.  According  to  the  estimate  of  the 
present  engineer  of  the  Louisville  Water  Company,  the  cost  of  a 
water-pipe,  six  inches  in  diameter,  connecting  the  buildings  of  the 
Institution  with  the  main  pipe  of  the  Louisville  Water-works,  will 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  funds  placed  in  our  hands  for  that  purpose 
by  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.  We  have  therefore  been  com- 
pelled to  defer  this  important  improvement  until  an  appropriation 
shall  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  or  until  the  Water  Company  will 
relieve  the  Institution  of  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  work. 

The  lot  of  twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  grounds  of  the 
Institution  on  the  north  and  east  was,  as  w^e  anticipated  at  the  date 
of  our  last  report,  sold  at  auction  in  October  last.  It  was  sold  at 
a  low  price,  but  without  division,  and  for  a  sum  far  beyond  the 
appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of  land. 
We  deeply  regret  that  we  had  not  the  means  and  authority  to 
purchase  the  entire  lot  for  the  Institution,  in  order  to  protect  the 
School  from  the  annoying  buiFdings  and  uncongenial  neighbors 
alluded  to  in  former  reports.  This  land  is  now  held  at  an  advanced 
price ;  but,  for  the  reasons  presented  in  our  last  report,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  Trustees  be  authorized  to  purchase,  at  least,  that  part 
of  it  lying  north  of  the  Institution,  and  between  it  and  the  Browns- 
boro  road.  The  Institution,  by  act  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
session,  is  now  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Louisville;  and  the 
value  of  land  in  this  vicinity  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  oil  lamps  by  which  the  Institution  is  lighted  are  constant 
sources  of  danger  to  the  lives  of  the  pupils  and  the  property  of 
the  Institution ;  and  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  the  intro- 
duction of  gas  into  all  the  rooms  in  which  lights  are  needed  by 
teachers,  pupils,  attendants  and  servants. 

Suitable  walks  and  avenues,  properly  laid  out  through  the  grounds 
of  the  Institution,  would  greatly  promote  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  pupils,  by  inducing  them  to  take  more  frequent  exercise  in 
the  open  air ;  but  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution  have  hitherto 
prevented  us  from  making  these  desirable  improvements. 

It  was  deemed  advisable,  in  July  last,  to  accept  the  offer  of  several 
reliable  insurance  companies  to  insure  for  three  years,  dt  greatly 
diminished  rates,  the  buildings,  furniture,  and  apparatus  of  the  In- 
stitution, to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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The  receipts  of  the  Institution  in  the  year  1868  have  been  as 
follows : 

Annual  appropriation  ■   $6,000  00 

Allowance  for  State  pupils   5,926  65 

  $11,926  65 

Special  appropriation   20,000  00 

From  pupils  from  other  Stateb   65  00 

From  sales  of  broom  machines   172  25 


$32,163  90 

Balance  against  Institution  December  31,  1867    6,590  1  7 


$25,573  73 


The  expenditures  in  the  year  18G8  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 

Musical  instruments   $1,882  82 

Wat^-woiks,  &c   841  54 

Furniture,  carpets,  mattress  materials,  &c   936  95 

Blinds  and  curtains   164  70 

Stone  work,  painting  plastering,  &c   667  05 

Ice-house   395  40 

Lumber,  carpenter  work,  and  repairs   801  33 

Dry  goods,  bedding,  &c   962  88 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  and  physician  in  1868,  and  last 

quarter  1867    5,176  65 

Wages  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  nurse   1,759  75 

Provisions,  groceries,  medicines,  &c   5,244  72 

Fuel  and  oil   1,029  97 

Cooking  range,  stoves,  and  tin  ware   7l7  00 

Hardware,  table  ware,  churn,  and  wringer   348  89 

Iron  work  and  horse-shoeing   52  00 

Cows  and  horse   226  00 

Cart,  saddle,  and  harness   109  50 

Repairs  of  wagons  and  carriages,  difference  in  exchange  of 

rockaway-buggy  and  old  buggy,  and  cleaning  vault   476  40 

Rent  of  land   300  00 

Expenses  of  exhibition  at  Frankfort   134  00 

Books  and  stationery   34  43 

Traveling  expenses  of  indigent  pupils,  city  railway  tickets, 

and  omnibus  hire.   256  95 

Insurance  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  buildings,  furniture, 

and  apparatus  for  three  years   875  00 

Broom  materials,  &c.,  less  sales  of  brooms   68  92 


23,461  85 


Leaving  in  hands  of  Treasurer  a  balance  of 


$2,111  88 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  Institution  will,  as  in  former  years,  place  in 
the  hands!  of  the  State  Auditor  his  report,  with  explicit  vouchers  for 
all  the  expenditures  of  the  last  year. 

From  the  foregoing  financial  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
regular  annual  income  of  this  Institution  for  the  support  of  all  its 
departments  is  only  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars, 
a  sum  manifestly  inadequate  to  the  support  of  this  Institution,  and 
very  far  less  than  is  annually  expended  by  any  ocher  State  Institu- 
tion in  Kentucky;  and  yet,  for  the  reasons  presented  in  our  last 
report,  the  education  of  the  blind  is  vastly  more  expensive  than  the 
education  of  any  other  class  of  pupils. 

The  course  of  study  in  this  School  embraces,  with  the  exception  of 
drawing  and  painting,  the  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  the 
best  schools  of  the  State.  A  part  of  each  day  is  devoted  to  literai-y 
branches,  a  part  to  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  a  part  to  handi- 
craft, a  part  to  gymnastic  exercises,  and  apart  to  recreation.  * 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1867,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Gettys,  the  teacher  of  handicraft,  to  take  charge  of  the  mechanical 
department  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  agreed  to  purchase  all 
necessary  materials,  instruct  the  male  pupils  in  handicraft,  make 
all  sales,  and  receive  as  compensation  for  his  services  the  pi-ofits 
arising  from  the  sales  of  manufactured  articles.  This  arrangement 
proved  satisfactory,  and  continued  until  Mr.  G.  removed  fiom  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  After  his  resignation,  Mr.  D.  Lasch  was 
appointed  Teacher,  and,  under  his  direction,  the  older  male  pupils 
have  spent  a  part  of  the  day  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms,  and 
in  making  and  renovating  mattresses  for  the  inmates  of  the  Insti- 
tution. The  Institution  is  now  supplied  with  mattresses,  and  the 
pupils  are  ready,  as  in  former  years,  to  receive  orders  for  brooms 
and  for  all  kinds  of  mattresses,  from  the  cheapest  shuck  to  the  best 
curled  hair  and  patent  spring  matti-esses.  The  sales  of  brooms  and 
broom  machines  manufactured  in  the  Institution,  have  amounted,  in 
the  last  year,  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

The  sincere  thanks  of  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  are 
tendered  to  Samuel  Gill,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Louisville, 
Cincinnati,  and  Lexington  railroad,  and  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Louisville  Courier,  Louisville  Journal,  and  Courier-Journal,  for 
very  highly  valued  favors  during  the  last  year. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  inviting  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  importance  of  extending  the  school  term  of  some 
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of  the  most  meritorious  students  of  this  Institution.  The  membero 
of  the  Legislature  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  edu- 
cational term  of  all  the  pupils  in  this  School,  except  those  who  enter 
at  a  very  early  age,  is  limited  by  law  to  five  years.  This  is  less 
than  half  the  time  usually  devoted  to  the  education  of  seeing  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  very  much  less  than  is  allowed  in  other  benevo- 
lent institutions  in  Kentucky  and  other  States,  in  most  of  which, 
indeed,  the  school  term  is  not  limited  by  law.  If  five  years  would 
manifestly  be  too  brief  a  term  for  those  who  are  blessed  with  the 
sense  of  sight  to  qualify  themselves  in  preparatory,  collegiate, 
mechanical,  and  professional  schools,  for  the  various  pursuits  of 
life,  certainly  no  argument  is  required  to  prove  that  it  is  insufficient 
for  the  sightless,  with  all  the  innumerable  disadvantages  arising 
from  blindness  with  which  they  contend,  not  only  during  their 
school  course,  but  throughout  their  entire  lives.  As  the  Kentucky 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  is  the  only  elementary, 
academical,  musical,  mechanical,  and  professional  school  established 
by  the  State  for  her  sightless  children,  we  earnestly  petition  the 
Legislature  to  empower  the  Trustees  to  extend,  at  their  discretion, 
the  educational  term  of  such  meritorious  scholars  as  may  be  com- 
mended to  the  Board  for  that  purpose  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Institution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  S.  BELL, 
HENRY  J.  STITES, 
JAMES  HARRISON, 
WM.  KENDRICK, 
J.  G.  BARRET, 
S.  A.  ATCHISON, 

Trustees. 

Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind,  ) 
Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  1868.  \ 
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ADMISSION  OF  PUPILS. 

The  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion twenty-seven  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for 
the  instruction  of  those  children  and  youth  Avho  are  blind,  and  for 
those  whose  sight  is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All 
such  children,  of  suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  arc 
received  and  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  M'hich  is  a 
State  school,  equally  free  to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  see- 
ing pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Insti- 
tion. 

The  pupils,  generally,  are  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many 
of  them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches 
of  learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  blind 
children  and  youth  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  Ju\y.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  but  ncio 
*  pupils  will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce 
M.  Patten,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  \v\\\  cheerfully  communicate  any 
necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1868. 


NAMES. 

nESIDENCB, 

JUScUIiiiltJlJ.  JjLllIlSj               "  • 

Alif^oRvni'ilpv         -           —  - 

T  <nn  1  '•IV  i  n  p 

T n  ra  fr    Rpa  n          -         -  • 

-     iVTnn n t  Sf p rl i n 

Mav  T  Camnbell 

Tjoni^villp 

J  '  \J  \JLl.ij  V  1  i  L  ^  ■ 

Tonnijlippn       -          .  — 

-      A  tjVi  1  n  Ti  fl 

Marv  Costello      -       -  . 

LonisvillR 

il  *  V/  \A  L  1^  V    1  X  X  V./  ■ 

Marthn  T  Dnniel      -        _  - 

Frank  Ellis          .       .  . 

Louisvillp 

Alo-pvnoii  T"  Floiirnov 

Paducah 

Tn H  n  T\'T    T^^n !*T*pc;t pt*          -  - 
yj  Li  li  J.?  X .  X  wiic-otc^i^ 

R  n  V 1  p  p  n  n  n  f 

Marv  E  Gallno-her           -  - 

T  jOnisv^i  1 1  p 

JL.i W  L410V  lllv/a 

'T^hprp':;/iT^i  frpttnn 

(rrnvfii^n  pniiTitv 

Jospnhus  Getton.     -        -  - 

Gravson  countv 

TiOnis^a  C  Glorious. 

Louisville. 

Eliyabptli  Goaldfir    -        -  - 

Barren  county. 

Franklin  C  Godbpv. 

Christiansburg. 

Covington  B.  Guion. 

Louisville. 

Richard  J.  Hambleton. 

Ashland. 

Eliza  J.  Hedsfes,      -       -  - 

Daviess  countv. 

Lucinda  Hedges, 

Daviess  county. 

Rhoda  J.  Hills, 

-    Campbell  county. 

Wallace  W.  Holtzclaw, 

Jefferson  county. 

Susan  Hundley,      .       -  - 

-  Lexington. 

Annie  Husk,       .       .  - 

Jefferson  county. 

Ellen  Kenney,         -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

Edward  E.  Martin, 

Boone  county. 

Clara  Mattingly,     -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

Reuben  McClanahan,  - 

Logan  county. 

Charles  McClellan,  - 

-  Alabama. 

Catharine  McDonald,  - 

Louisville. 

Joseph  P.  Mitchell,  - 

-  Ovvensboro. 

1  0  TXTOT'TTTTTTriXT 

T?AT>     TTTT?     T>T  TXT'n 
bUsH     ItlEl  DhlSSlJ, 

NAMES. 

RESIDENCES, 

Sarah  J.  Mitchell, 

Covington. 

Louisa  Moi^han,    -       -  - 

-  Louisville. 

Sallie  M.  Neal,  - 

Lexington. 

George  Nevill,        .       .  . 

-    Shelby  county. 

Virginia  Porter,  -       -  - 

Louisville. 

Alice  Parsons,         .       .  _ 

Louisville. 

Julia  Purnell,      -       -  - 

Maysville. 

Lolle  Roberts,        .       _  . 

Louisville. 

Mary  F.  Rogers, 

Fayette  county. 

Rebecca  V.  Rogers, 

-    Fayette  county. 

Elizabeth  Ross,   -       -  - 

Meade  county. 

Elizabeth  Schafer,  -       -  - 

Indiana. 

John  Summers,   -       -  - 

Elizabethtown. 

Henry  H.  Towns,    -       .  - 

Henderson  county. 

Minnie  Troendle, 

Louisville. 

Johli  H.  Vernon,     -       -  - 

-    Hardin  county. 

Mary  A.  Walker, 

Louisville. 

Josiah  J.  Washington, 

-    Hopkins  county. 

Naomi  Wells,      -       -  - 

Harrodsburg. 

William  Whitehead, 

-  Frankfort. 

